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The Wind In The Willows by Kenneth Grahame Week 4 

Congratulations for getting this far! It has been great to see your Wild Wood writing, the characters that 

you have developed and all the ways that you created the dark, frightening atmosphere. 

This week we are going to focus on how we write speech, but first we will read all about Mr Badger in 

Episode 4. 

Don’t forget you can listen to the BBC as an audiobook (free, but you will have to create an account if you 

don’t have one, or find it on the BBC Sounds app) 

And read the script, which you can download from the Willow Class homework page. 

Our objective, by the end of the week, is for you to write a conversation (dialogue) between two 

characters. 

Task 1 
 
Look up, tell, 

read and 
listen. 

The first task is to enjoy reading Episode 4. 
 
But before you get started, look up these words and write their meanings in your 
book, it will help you along the way (Here is a good online dictionary if you don’t have 
one): 
 

Gruff, first-rate, trestles, bade, embers, quarters, contentment, vaultings 
 

Of course some of these words have more than one meaning (eg. grave) so you will 
need to look at the context in the story to work out which one fits. 
 
Can you tell the story so far to a nearby adult? 
 
Now read the script and have a pencil and paper ready as I am sure there will be other 
words that you might want to look up. 
 
You can use the audiobook too, if you like or share your reading with an adult. 
 

Task 2 
 

Speech Rules! 

You have all used speech in your writing in the past and we have studied the rules of 
speech before, however, I can see from your writing that lots of you need a refresher. 
 
Have a look at this, watch the video and do the activities to remind yourself of how the 
rules of writing direct speech work. 
 
Now look at column 2 of page 2 of Episode 4 (it starts ‘Oh, from bad to worse,’ said the 
Rat gravely,) and highlight with a pen or pencil where someone is talking. 
 
Use your detective skills, what do you notice about the way the direct speech is 
written? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Task 2 continued… 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/b03g64pq
https://www.northleighprimaryschool.org.uk/classes_Y4_Willow_03_Homework.php
https://chambers.co.uk/search/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/ztcp97h
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Here is a checklist to make sure that you spotted everything! 
 

 Inverted commas “” start and end what is said (actually here they use ‘’, but 
they mean the same thing (also known as speech marks). 

 Capital letter at the start of what is said 

 ,.?! – Punctuation at the end of what is said INSIDE the inverted commas. 

 Reporting clause – this tells your reader who is speaking 

 Always a new line for a new speaker 
 

“How many has he had?” inquired the Badger gloomily. 
“Smashes, or machines?” asked the Rat. 
 
Now write out these examples of direct speech and punctuate the direct speech 
correctly: 
 

1. o, terrible bad, sir, terrible deep the snow is said the hedgehog 
2. where’s Mr. Badger inquired the mole 
3. the master’s gone into his study, sir replied the hedgehog 

 
You can check to see if you are correct on page 3 column 2! 

Task 3 
 

A little more 
conversation… 

“Here is a handy inverted commas song that will get your toes tapping!” 
exclaimed Mr Webster. 
“No! Not another cheesy song!” wailed Willow Class. 
 
Today’s task is to create a conversation between your animal character and Mr Badger. 
 
You are lost in the terrifying Wild Wood, the snow is now deep and you stumble across 
Mr Badger’s front door. Knocking hard, you hear him shuffling along and then unbolting 
the door… 
 
Use the speech bubble sheet below, or draw bubbles in your book and create a 
conversation between your creature and Mr Badger. Don’t worry about punctuation at 
this stage, that is tomorrow’s task! 

Task 4 
 

Punctuating… 

Now that you have revised the speech rules and created your conversation, it is time to 
concentrate on punctuating correctly. 
 
Write out your conversation in your book making sure that you follow the speech 
rules, not forgetting the reporting clause (eg. Mr Badger mumbled sleepily). 
 
For a challenge you could set up the conversation with a descriptive paragraph telling 
us how your character came to be at Mr Badger’s door. 
 
Use the checklist from task 2 to remind you of the rules. 
Don’t forget new line/new speaker! 
 
Check back through and edit any punctuation that needs fixing. 
 
I’d love to see what you have written, take a photo and email it to me. Do ask me 
questions if you are not sure about anything. Take care! Mr Webster.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=168&v=uoE9ET6CtaI&feature=emb_logo
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Your creature 

Mr Badger 


